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SOME PROBLEMS AND CHALLENGES :THE GENERAL  
CONTEXT

Ą-More and more accelerated changes:

Å globalization of world economy:standardization ,risk to loose  
specific identities,tangible and intangible heritage, 
,traditions,knowledges,languages,dialects,etc);

Å destibilization of climate equilibrium( climate change,species 
ŜȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴΣƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΧΦύ

Å increasing uncertainty about future(the future as a minace 
Å growing social fragmmentation : triumph  of a self-centred 

approach in choices interwined with economic culture ;the loss of 
the social glue,cohesion,community;multicultural/multiethnic 
ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΧΦ

Å the difficulty to transmit cultural memory/tradition in particular 
to new young genereratios

Å innovative technologies are more and more required and will 
more and more shape space and city future



An example of standardization: ñmain 

streetò and ñhigh streetò offer more and 

more the same image/space in different 

cities in the world, with: McDonaldôs, 

Starbucks Coffee, Tesco, 

Nandoôs,Dominoôs(pizza),Top Shop,W.H. 

Smithé

They are sustituing oll over the world 

bistro,theatres,bar, barber shopséthat is 

the ñurbanityò of ancien city



This process increases city 
vulnerability in front of new 

challenges and external 
forces(economic crisis etc):

city resilienceis reduced



ΧΧΧ ²ƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΧΦΦ

It is necessary to change our behaviour, our choices in city 
governance,city management,city planning,

and more in general also : 
In production processes
In consumption processes
In dayly life

But : how can we motivate change?
how can we become convinced  to change?
How can we compare alternative choices: how can we    

make good assessments in decision processes ? 



An example :Cities are investing 
in conservation of their cultural 
heritage to recover their specific 

identity.

But can we recognize this 
ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ άintegrated 

conservationέΚ



Conservation only for tourism?



¢ƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ Υ άǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέƻŦ 
ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜό ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΧύ



Another risk:

In front of economic difficulties 
coming from conventional 

approaches in city economic 
strategy,we see a massive 

increase of interest by politicians
in culture as new general 

resource for local development. 
.ǳǘΧ



Great 
events,festivals,Expo,Intern
ŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƻǊǳƳǎΧΦ ŀǊŜ 
multiplying, to attract 

people,visitors, 
ƛƴǾŜǎƳŜƴǘǎΧ



Integrated conservation means 
capacity to valorize in a creative way 
existing cultural heritage: not only in 

tourism perspective(to produce 
tangible values)but also to conserve 

intangibles and to  produce new 
cultural values,new relational 
ǾŀƭǳŜǎόƛƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎύ Υ ΧΧΦ



The risk:
the risk is that cultural heritage 

remains only a glorious 
testimony of a past time ,without 

capability to shape concrete 
experience in the current daylife 

of the city:inable to produce 
meanings and sense

:



Local Agenda 21 for Culture recognizes the 
central role of culture in all urban policies .

Action Plan for culture is a tool to 
promote/implement  an  integrated 

conservation of cultural 

Which role of cultural heritage in promoting a 
change in urban governance? In city 

planning?In City management?



This presentation concerns  the experience of 

cultural heritage governance and of integrated 

heritage conservation in Italy.

Successful experiences in integrated 

conservation have been implemented at city level

Successes  are examined, to understand at which 

conditionscultural heritage conservation can  

really become  engine  of economic and social 

development.



Italian territory is characterized by many 

cultural sites andñnatural 

monumentsò(Parco del Cilento,Costiera 

Amalfitana,Isole Eolie etc ) in which 

natural values (biodiversity etc) are 

strictly interwined with archeological

values, (ruins etc), art values, simbolic

(religious areas etc), cultural values, 

aestheticvalues (beauty of landscape  

),economicvalues(agricolture )etcéé 









Corchiano



Todi



In this general scene, it is possible to identify some 

positive experiences al local/city level:

in particular

--Virtuous Municipalities network experiences

- Nuovi Municipi network experiences

- Slowcities network experiences

The Best Practices are constructed at the city level, 

from bottom up



Here the focus is on the network of Slowcitiesand 

VirtuousMunicipalities in Mezzogiorno Regions , that 

includes  cities with less than 50.000 inhabitants:

Noto,San Severino, Corchiano, San Vito, Castelsaraceno,

Positano,Caiazzo,Cisternino,Giffoni valle piana

,Orsara di Puglia,Pollica, Cerreto Sannita,San Potito 

Sannitico,Caiazzoé

Fasano,Ficarra,Moliterno,Olivadi,Santa Caterina dello 

Jonio,Satriano di Lucania,Noto,Melendugno, 

Cenadi,éé





Acquapendente
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